
TLTE — THE ARCHIVE OF TRUST · THE CASE

Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE)
A transnational democratic structure first constituted in 2010 by Tamil diaspora communities across multiple

jurisdictions, with elected representatives from those communities. Operates as a civic and advocacy body in

jurisdictions where it is lawful to do so. Designated as a banned organisation in Sri Lanka and proscribed

under Sri Lankan law; lawful in its operating jurisdictions including the United States, Canada, the United

Kingdom, France, Germany, Switzerland, Australia, and others.

TGTE is the most-cited example of post-2009 diaspora civic structure-building. TLTE archives its existence in the

record because the question 'what is the diaspora-side institutional response to the closure of constitutional

pathways inside Sri Lanka?' is one of the questions the Narrowing Timeline forces. TLTE is not a TGTE structure,

does not speak for TGTE, and does not coordinate operationally with TGTE.

§1 What it is
TGTE convenes a parliamentary-style assembly elected by Tamil diaspora communities under jurisdiction-specific

electoral arrangements. Its members operate in the jurisdictions where the structure is lawful, principally through

advocacy with national parliaments, written submissions to UN treaty bodies and special procedures, and

civil-society convening.

It is lawful in its operating jurisdictions. Its activities — political advocacy, civic convening, written submissions

to international bodies — fall within the protected sphere of association, speech, and petition in those jurisdictions.

Its proscription under Sri Lankan law has been criticised by Human Rights Watch, the International Commission

of Jurists, and successive OHCHR communications as inconsistent with international standards on freedom of

association.

§2 Why it sits in the record
TGTE is one of several diaspora civic structures that emerged after the constitutional closure documented in the

Narrowing Timeline. Others include the Global Tamil Forum (UK-based, parliamentary advocacy), the British

Tamils Forum (UK-based, electoral advocacy), Tamils for Justice (US-based, accountability-focused), and the

Australian Tamil Congress. TLTE archives all of them in this section without ranking, endorsing, or speaking for

any of them.

The TGTE entry sits here for one reason: it is the most frequently cited example, in hostile and friendly sources

alike, of post-2009 diaspora institutional response, and any treatment of the diaspora-civic question that omitted it

would be evidentially incomplete.

§3 Boundary with TLTE
TLTE is not part of TGTE. TLTE is not endorsed by TGTE. TLTE does not coordinate with TGTE on advocacy,

programming, or any operational activity. The two are different orders of thing: TGTE is a transnational

democratic structure with elected representatives; TLTE is a stateless civilisational framework with a Charter and

seven organs. The Charter's structural refusals (no party, no state, no charity, no armed character) exclude TLTE

from the category of entity that TGTE is.

Sources
• Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam — published constitution and assembly records (tgte.org).

• Human Rights Watch — reporting on Sri Lankan counter-terrorism designations.
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• International Commission of Jurists — briefings on Sri Lankan proscription regime.

What this is not
• This article is not an endorsement of TGTE's political programme or any of its positions.

• This article does not name any TGTE elected representative or member.

• This article does not assert that TGTE represents 'the diaspora'. The diaspora is not a single political body;

multiple structures exist.
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