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81 1. Organisational Innovations
§ 1.1 Cellular structure and command

The LTTE isrepeatedly cited in the insurgency/terrorism-studies literature as an unusually disciplined,
hierarchical-yet-cellular organisation combining centralised strategic control under its leader with compartmented
operational cellsto limit intelligence penetration. Staniland's comparative work on insurgent organisation
(Networks of Rebellion, Cornell UP, 2014) situatesthe LTTE as a case of high "vertical" and "horizontal"
integration — arare combination that let it sustain conventional-scal e operations while still running clandestine
cells for urban/assassination work. Grade: STRONG (Staniland's typology is peer-reviewed and widely cited;
exact cell sizes/structures below top command level are less independently verifiable— PROBABLE for structural
detail).

§ 1.2 Pardllél civil administration in the de-facto state (Vanni/Jaffna, esp. post-1990)

Academic and | CG literature documents that during periods of territorial control the LTTE ran aparalel
administration including its own police (the "Tamil Eelam Police"), ajudiciary applying LTTE-authored law, a
taxation system on population and trade, and quasi-banking/finance functions (via the Bank of Tamil Eelam and
mandatory levies). Thisis discussed as an example of "rebel governance” in the wider civil-war literature (cf.
Mampilly, Rebel Rulers, 2011, which references L TTE governance comparatively, though Mampilly's core cases
are elsewhere) and specifically for Sri Lankain ICG Asia Report N°141 (2007), Sri Lanka's Human Rights Crisis,
and DeV otta's work on Tamil nationalism (Blowback, 2004). Grade: STRONG — the existence of parallel
courts/police/taxation is corroborated across | CG, academic, and UN human-rights reporting; the quality and
coercive character of this"law" (forced conscription quotas, extrajudicial punishment) isitself CONFIRMED asa
rights concern by OHCHR-linked reporting and Hoole et a.'s The Broken Palmyra (1990), which is Tier-A
primary-witness scholarship from University Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna).

Why analysts consider this significant: the LTTE is one of the few non-state armed groups analysed in the "rebel
governance" literature as running an institutionally compl ete quasi-state (courts + police + tax + currency-adjacent
finance) rather than mere territorial occupation. This matters for comparative insurgency theory (Kalyvas,
Staniland, Mampilly) because it demonstrates that non-state actors can generate durable bureaucratic capacity —
but the literature is equally emphatic that state-like function does not confer state-like legitimacy or accountability,
since the same apparatus enforced compulsory conscription and extrajudicial killing of dissenters (see 85).

§ 1.3 Women'swing (Sothiya/ "Freedom Birds")

The LTTE formed a distinct female fighting cadre from 1983-85 onward, expanding substantially by the late
1980s-1990s. Thisis one of the most heavily studied aspects of the LTTE in gender-and-conflict scholarship:

- Miranda Alison, Women and Political Violence: Female Combatants in Ethno-National Conflict (Routledge,
2009) and her earlier journal work (Civil Wars, 2003) — analyses L TTE women combatants motivations
(nationalism, escape from patriarchal constraint, coercion in some cases) and finds a genuinely mixed picture, not

https://docs.tlte.cloud/case/frameworks/eelam-wars-i-ii-case-study - sha256:f774ef8974127b84... - CC BY 4.0 - 1/10



simple fal se-consciousness or simple liberation.

- Neloufer de Mel, Militarizing Sri Lanka: Popular Culture, Memory and Narrative in the Armed Conflict (Sage,
2007) — situates the "Freedom Birds"' within the LTTE's own propaganda culture and cautions against reading
female participation as straightforwardly emancipatory.

- Radhika Coomaraswamy, in her capacity as UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and in
academic writing, raised concerns about the instrumentalisation of women fighters and about coerced recruitment
more broadly.

Grade: STRONG (CONFIRMED that the wing existed and fought; STRONG/DISPUTED on motivation-mix,
which the scholars themselves treat as contested and non-binary).

Significance: the LTTE women's wing is one of the most-cited casesin the "female suicide bomber"/*female
combatant" literature (alongside PKK, FARC) precisely because it forces a rupture in earlier assumptions that
women in insurgencies are auxiliary only. Bloom (2005, see 8§2) treats L TTE women bombers as central to her
theory of gendered strategic logic. The accountability question the literature insists on keeping open:
recruitment-consent data for female cadres is patchy, and UTHR(J) and HRW reporting (86) documents under-age
and coerced female recruitment specifically.

§ 1.4 The tri-domain military structure (land, Sea Tigers, Air Tigers)

Academic consensus (Chalk, RUSI Journal pieces; Hashim, When Counterinsurgency Wins, 2013; Jane's
Intelligence Review reporting through the 1990s-2000s) treats the LTTE as the only non-state insurgent/terrorist
organisation to have fielded functioning land forces, a semi-blue-water-capable naval arm (Sea Tigers, formed
1984), and a fixed-wing air capability (Air Tigers, first confirmed strike 2007, i.e., after the period under review
but built on infrastructure devel oped from the 1990s). For the 1983-94 period specifically, the Sea Tigers are the
innovation of record; the Air Tigers operational debut is post-1994 and is noted here only for structural
completeness, not claimed within the Eelam 1/I1 window. Grade: CONFIRMED (Sea Tigers formation and naval
engagements 198494, per Hashim and Jane's); STRONG (tri-domain "unique among insurgencies' claim —
widely repeated in Tier-A sources though inherently a comparative/negative claim that is hard to fully falsify).

Why it matters academically: in the strategic-studies literature on non-state actors (Hoffman, Inside Terrorism;
RUSI Journal commentary), the Sea Tigers caseis used to argue that resource-rich, diaspora-funded insurgencies
can achieve capability convergence with small-state militaries in specific niches (asymmetric naval denial) even
without matching state defence budgets — a data point cited in debates about the blurring of "terrorism,”
"insurgency," and "conventional war" categories (see Hashim; also Kilcullen's broader "accidental guerrilla"
framework, used comparatively).

82 2. Suicide Bombing as a Documented Tactic
8§ 2.1 The core academic sources

- Robert Pape, "The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review 97(3), 2003, and
Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism (Random House, 2005). Pape's dataset (compiled from
open-source incident tracking, 1980-2003) records the LTTE as having carried out the largest number of suicide
attacks of any single group in his dataset up to that point — Pape's headline figure is that the LTTE conducted
more suicide attacks than Hamas in the period he studied, and he explicitly usesthe LTTE (a secular,
Marxist-Leninist-inflected nationalist group) to argue against religion-centred explanations of suicide terrorism,
instead proposing a "strategic logic" tied to resisting foreign/occupying military presence on the group's homeland.
Grade: STRONG. Pape's overall numbers have been disputed by some terrorism-studies scholars on methodol ogy
(dataset completeness, coding of "suicide attack™ vs. martyrdom operations more broadly) — flagged DISPUTED
on precise counts, though the qualitative finding "L TTE was the world's leading practitioner of suicide bombingin
thiserd" is essentially CONFIRMED across the field.
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- MiaBloom, Dying to Kill: The Allure of Suicide Terror (Columbia UP, 2005). Bloom devel ops a supply/demand
and outbidding framework and gives significant attention to the LTTE's "Black Tigers' (the dedicated suicide unit,
founded 1987) as a case where the tactic was organisationally routinised (personal induction rituals, direct
command approval by the leadership, commemorative culture) rather than freelance. Grade: STRONG.

- Stephen Hopgood, "Tamil Tigers, 1987-2002," in Gambetta (ed.), Making Sense of Suicide Missions (Oxford
UP, 2005) — an ethnographically informed chapter specifically on the LTTE's cult of martyrdom (maaveerar,
"great heroes"), its commemorative infrastructure (Maaveerar Naal, cemeteries), and how this differs from
religious martyrdom framings. Grade: STRONG — thisis the most detailed Tier-A treatment specific to the
LTTE'sinterna culture of the tactic.

§ 2.2 Numbers and target categorisation

Figures vary by source and by end-date of the dataset; the following is drawn from Pape (2005), Hopgood (2005),
and the University of Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism (CPOST) dataset descriptions cited in later
literature (post-2005 update), presented with grading:

Metric - Figure (approx., varies by source/cutoff) - Source - Grade

Confirmed Black Tiger suicide attacks, 1987—2000s - Widely cited range 168200+ depending on cutoff year and
counting convention - Pape (2005); Hopgood (2005) - STRONG (exact count DISPUTED across sources)

First LTTE suicide attack - 5 July 1987, truck-bomb attack on a Sri Lanka Army camp at Nelliady/Jaffna area,
attributed to "Captain Miller" (Vallipuram Vasanthan) - Hopgood (2005); Hashim (2013) - CONFIRMED

First assassination of a head of government by suicide bombing anywhere in the world attributed to LTTE -
Assassination of former Indian PM Rajiv Gandhi, 21 May 1991 (Sriperumbudur, India) - Widely documented;
UN/Indian judicial record; Pape (2005) - CONFIRMED — though thisfallsjust after the Eelam War |1 start date
and is an India-directed operation, it is the canonical case cited in the suicide-terrorism literature and is included
for context

Approx. targets by category (across full LTTE suicide-campaign history, not only 1983-94) -
Military/security-force targets form the largest category; political leadership (President Premadasa 1993, President
Kumaratunga assassination attempt 1999, Rajiv Gandhi 1991) a smaller but strategically prioritised category;
civilian-majority-casualty attacks (e.g., on markets, religious sites, transport) also documented - Pape (2005);
OHCHR OISL background material (2015) references civilian-harm incidentsin later-war context - STRONG for
the broad categorisation; PROBABLE/DISPUTED for precise ratios, since comprehensive independent
target-coding across the whole campaign (as opposed to headline incidents) is not settled across sources

The ethical/legal significance of the target ratio, as the literature repeatedly stresses: attacks on uniformed
military/security personnel and on state political leadership are analysed differently in the

|laws-of -armed-conflict/terrorism-studies literature than attacks with foreseeable mass civilian casualties (markets,
buses, religious sites, e.g., the 1990s bombings in Colombo attributed to the LTTE). Pape's framework is criticised
precisely because a strategic-logic model can appear to normalise the tactic by treating it purely as rational
instrumental violence; Bloom and Hopgood are more attentive to the victim/civilian-harm dimension and to the
coercive internal culture (82.3) that produced bombers. This tension between Pape's strategic-rationalist framing
and Bloom/Hopgood's more critical framing isitself adocumented scholarly dispute and should be presented as
such — DISPUTED at the level of interpretive framework, not at the level of the underlying incident record.

8 2.3 Recruitment/coercion debate
The literature is split between:

1. A "voluntarist" reading emphasising ideological commitment, the thiyagam (self-sacrifice) cult, and genuine
political motivation (Hopgood 2005; some of Balasingham's own writing, treated here strictly asa
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primary/interested source, not neutral scholarship).

2. A "coercion-inclusive" reading (Alison 2009; UTHR(J) reports; HRW 2004 "Living in Fear") documenting
family pressure, social ostracism of refusers, quota-driven local recruitment (including from families already
required to supply "one child per family"), and, critically, the involvement of minors (86) who cannot be treated as
capable of informed voluntary consent to a suicide mission under international juvenile-justice and child-rights
standards.

Grade: the coexistence of both genuine-volunteer and coerced/underage cases within the same programme is
CONFIRMED; the proportiona balance between the two is DISPUTED/not independently quantifiable.

83 3. Naval Innovation: The Sea Tigers
§ 3.1 Formation and doctrine

Founded 1984 under the LTTE's nava wing, the Sea Tigers developed a doctrine combining small fast-attack craft
swarming tactics, suicide craft (the "Black Sea Tigers'), underwater demolition teams, and — from the late 1990s
onward — semi-submersible and low-profile (" stealth”"-shaped) craft designed to minimise radar signature.
Academic treatment: Hashim (2013) devotes a chapter to Sea Tiger tactics as a case of insurgent adaptation to a
state navy's technological superiority through asymmetric swarm and stealth-shaping rather than matching
displacement/tonnage. A Georgetown University MA thesis (Kyle Flynn, 2011, The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam: A Revolution in Military Affairs) — anon-peer-reviewed but methodologically serious graduate work
drawing on Tier-A sources — is cited in the wider literature as a synthesis of the "RMA-for-insurgents* framing; it
should be treated as secondary/PROBABLE-tier corroboration, not a Tier-A sourceitself, but it usefully aggregates
citations to Jane's Intelligence Review and RUSI material. Grade: CONFIRMED that Sea Tigers existed and
fought SL Navy fast-attack craft repeatedly through the 1990s (documented in Sri Lankan naval histories, Jane's,
and academic secondary literature); STRONG on "stealth-shaped low-profile craft" specifics for the later
(post-1994) period; for the strict 1983-94 window, the Sea Tigers main documented innovation is
swarm/suicide-craft small-boat tactics rather than stealth-shaping, which intensified after 2000.

§ 3.2 Global counter-adaptation and study

Rear Admiral J.S.K. Colombage (Sri Lanka Navy), in a paper presented at the Galle Dialogue maritime security
conference (" Sustainable Support for Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean,” 2010), and subsequent Indian and
international naval-security literature, treats the Sea Tigers as aformative case study for "maritime
terrorism"/asymmetric littoral threat doctrine, cited in discussions feeding into later multinational
counter-piracy/counter-terrorism naval cooperation in the Indian Ocean region. US Naval War College and Indian
Navy staff-college literature (referenced secondarily in RUSI and Jane's commentary) reportedly used the Sea
Tiger case in doctrine discussions on small-boat swarm threats — this claim is PROBABLE: it is asserted
repeatedly in secondary strategic-studies commentary but a single citable peer-reviewed US Naval War College
publication naming the Sea Tigers specifically was not independently verified in this review and should be sourced
directly from Naval War College Review archives before being asserted as CONFIRMED in the permanent archive
record.

84 4. Signals, Communications, and Diaspora L ogistics

Peter Chalk's work (Sri Lanka's Ethnic Crisis research monographs; RAND-affiliated publications; chaptersin
edited terrorism-financing volumes) documents an international LTTE-linked shipping network (the so-called "Sea
Pigeons'/front-company fleet) used for arms and materiel transport, financed substantially through global
Tamil-diaspora fundraising (voluntary and, per multiple government and NGO reports, coerced) channelled
through front organisations. Grade: STRONG (Chalk is Tier-A and widely corroborated by Western government
proscription-decision documentation, e.g., Canadian, EU, US, Indian, and UK designations of the LTTE and
affiliated entities). Rohan Gunaratna's parallel work on LTTE financing and shipping networks is widely cited but

https://docs.tlte.cloud/case/frameworks/eelam-wars-i-ii-case-study - sha256:f774ef8974127b84... - CC BY 4.0 - 4/10



is explicitly flagged in this archive as contested: Gunaratna has been criticised in peer review (e.g., critiques
published in Terrorism and Political Violence and by other conflict-studies scholars) for unverifiable sourcing and
for close, sometimes uncritical, links to state security establishments; his claims are graded PROBABLE at best
unless independently corroborated by Chalk, UN Panel of Experts material, or court/designation-authority
documentation. On radio/communications discipline: the literature (Hashim; Jane's Intelligence Review 1990s
reporting) records LTTE use of dedicated radio nets, code discipline, and — later — early adoption of satellite
phones and rudimentary encrypted comms, feeding into SIGINT-focused counterinsurgency responses from the Sri
Lankan state (87). Grade: STRONG for the general finding, PROBABLE for granular technical claims, since much
of the specific technical detail originates from military/intelligence-linked sources not independently
peer-reviewed.

85 5. Internal Repression and the Elimination of Rival Tamil Groups and Dissenting
Intellectuals

Thisis an essential and frequently under-discussed component of honest self-determination scholarship: the
LTTE'srise to dominance within Tamil militancy was achieved substantially through the violent suppression of
rival Tamil organisations and internal/critical dissent, not solely through fighting the Sri Lankan state.

Event - Documented record - Tier

TELO (Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation) purge, 1986 - LTTE attacked and effectively destroyed TELO asan
armed rival in Jaffnain 1986, killing its leader (Sri Sabaratnam) and alarge number of cadres;, documented in
DeVotta (2004), Hoole et al., The Broken Palmyra (1990), and | CG background reporting - CONFIRMED

Clashes with EPRLF, PLOTE, EROS through the 1980s - The LTTE progressively marginalised or violently
suppressed these Tamil militant groups, particularly after the 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka Accord introduced the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF), which armed rival Tamil groups (esp. EPRLF) as a counterweight — leading to
LTTE-PKF war (1987-90) and LTTE attacks on EPRLF cadres - STRONG-CONFIRMED (widely corroborated
across DeVotta, Hoole, ICG, and contemporaneous press/| ndian government records)

Douglas Devananda/ EPDP - The EPDP, formed by aformer militant leader who broke from the EPRL F-aligned
tradition and became a Sri Lankan government-aligned Tamil political figure, was targeted repeatedly by LTTE
assassination attempts over subsequent decades. Devanandais aliving, non-indicted individual and is referenced
here only in his historical organisational role, per this archive's naming policy. - STRONG (multiple attack
attempts documented in Sri Lankan and international press and rights reporting over an extended period)

Assassination of Dr Rgjani Thiranagama, 21 September 1989 - Co-founder of the University Teachers for Human
Rights (Jaffna) and co-author of The Broken Palmyra (1990), a Tier-A human-rights monograph critical of both
the LTTE and the Sri Lankan state. Widely attributed to the LTTE in response to her public criticism of itsinternal
repression; the LTTE has not credibly disputed responsibility in the scholarly record. - CONFIRMED

Assassination of Dr Neelan Tiruchelvam, 29 July 1999 - Tamil MP, constitutional scholar (Harvard SID), and
director of the International Centre for Ethnic Studies, killed by an LTTE suicide bomber in Colombo while
advocating a devol ution-based constitutional settlement. Falls just after the strict Eelam War |1 window but is
Tier-A CONFIRMED and directly relevant to assessing the LTTE's posture toward negotiated/moderate Tamil
political aternatives. - CONFIRMED

Assassination of Kethesh Loganathan, 12 August 2006 - Deputy Secretary-General of the Sri Lankan government's
peace secretariat (SCOPP) and former EPRLF-aligned figure and prominent LTTE critic; killing widely attributed
to the LTTE, though the group did not claim responsibility. Outside the strict 1983-94 window but included per
the brief as Tier-A documented and structurally continuous with the same pattern of eliminating Tamil
moderates/critics. - CONFIRMED attribution in mainstream/academic record; the LTTE itself never formally
admitted responsibility, which should be noted as a standing (if generally rejected) point of formal denial.
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Why this matters for accountability scholarship: Hoole, Thiranagama et a.'s The Broken Palmyra (University
Teachers for Human Rights, Jaffna, 1990) is the single most important Tier-A primary-witness academic text for
this pattern, because it was produced by Tamil human-rights academics living under LTTE control, at severe
personal risk (one of its own authors, Thiranagama, was killed for it). The peer-reviewed and I CG literature treats
thisrecord as central to any honest account of the LTTE: the group's claim to sole and |egitimate representation of
Tamil self-determination was maintained substantially through the violent elimination of competing Tamil political
projects — armed rivals, elected moderates, and independent human-rights academics alike. Thisis the basis on
which scholars (Hoole; DeVotta; Roberts, discussed critically) argue that the LTTE's trgjectory undermines simple
narratives of an undifferentiated "Tamil national movement," and it is central to any accountability-oriented
archive.

86 6. The Child-Recruitment Record

- Human Rights Watch, Living in Fear: Child Soldiers and the Tamil Tigersin Sri Lanka (November 2004) —
documents systematic, at times family-quota-based, recruitment of children into LTTE ranks, including cases of
children as young as 10-12, and notes that recruitment intensified after the LTTE's 2002 ceasefire with the
government even asthe LTTE publicly pledged to stop it. Tier: CONFIRMED (Tier-A NGO report,
cross-corroborated by UN).

- UN Secretary-Genera reports on Children and Armed Conflict in Sri Lanka (S/2007/758; S/2009/325 and related
Security Council Working Group documentation) — UN-verified case dataon LTTE (and, after 2004, the
Karuna-faction/TMVP) recruitment and use of children, monitored under Security Council Resolution 1612
(2005) mechanisms. Tier: CONFIRMED.

- LTTE's 2003 "Action Plan"/undertaking to UNICEF to end child recruitment and demobilise children aready in
its ranks — documented by UNICEF Sri Lanka and referenced in subsequent UN reporting as substantially
unfulfilled, with continued recruitment documented after the undertaking was made. Tier: CONFIRMED that the
undertaking was made and that continued recruitment was subsequently documented by the UN; the degree/scale
of continued recruitment post-undertaking is STRONG (UN-sourced) rather than independently triangulated
beyond UN channels.

- ILO — Sri Lankais acase referenced in ILO reporting on worst forms of child labour/child soldiering in the
relevant period, corroborating the broader UN system finding. Tier: STRONG.

- The 2004 Karuna split — the eastern LTTE commander known publicly as"Colonel Karuna' broke away from
the LTTE in March 2004, and the resulting faction (later the TMVP) was itself separately and extensively
documented by the UN and HRW as continuing to recruit and use child soldiers, in some cases with the alleged
acquiescence of Sri Lankan security forces post-split — a serious, separately documented accountability question
about the state's conduct, not only the LTTE's. Tier: CONFIRMED for the split and for TMV P child recruitment;
STRONG for allegations of state acquiescence, which UN and HRW reporting treats as a serious open
accountability question the Sri Lankan government has never fully resolved.

The moral cogt, as the literature framesit: child recruitment is treated across UN and academic sources not as a
peripheral abuse but as structurally central to the LTTE's manpower model in the later war years, and its
persistence after an explicit international undertaking to stop is treated in the accountability literature as strong
evidence against any framing of the LTTE as apurely disciplined, ideologically pure liberation vanguard — a
point stressed equally by Hoole/UTHR(J)-tradition scholars and by international human-rights bodies.

87 7. Counter-Innovations Forced from the Sri Lankan State
SL state innovation - Documented driver - Tier

Special Task Force (STF), formed 1983-84, police-paramilitary counterinsurgency unit - Initial training input from
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the UK private military contractor Keenie Meenie Services (KMS), employing former SAS personnel, in the
early-to-mid 1980s — documented in UK parliamentary and journalistic investigations (e.g., reporting collated in
The Guardian/Declassified UK investigations from the 2010s onward, drawing on declassified UK government
correspondence) and referenced in academic work on private military contractorsin the Sri Lankan conflict (Chalk
touches on this; more detailed treatment is in investigative-journalism/decl assified-document scholarship rather
than a single peer-reviewed monograph). Grade: STRONG — the KMS-STF training link is well documented in
declassified UK government correspondence and multiple corroborating journalistic/parliamentary sources, though
asingle canonical peer-reviewed academic monograph specifically on KMS's Sri Lankaroleis thinner than for
other elements of this case study; treat granular operational claims about KM S as PROBABLE pending fuller
peer-reviewed treatment.

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols (LRRP) and deep-penetration units - Developed by the Sri Lanka Army from
the late 1980s-1990s specifically to counter LTTE small-unit and Sea Tiger infiltration tactics, documented in
Hashim (2013) and in Sri Lankan military-history secondary literature. - STRONG

UAV integration - Sri Lanka Air Force and Army began integrating unmanned aerial reconnaissance progressively
from the 1990s into the 2000s in direct response to the difficulty of tracking LTTE small-unit and maritime
movement; documented in Jane's Defence Weekly-type reporting and post-war Sri Lankan military accounts. This
intensifies mainly in the 2000s, i.e., mostly after the strict 1983-94 window, but its origin is traceable to lessons
drawn from Eelam War |1-era mobility problems. - STRONG for the 2000s deployment; PROBABLE for direct
causal linkage specifically to the 1990-94 period as opposed to |ater escalation phases

Analytical significance: Hashim (2013) frames the Sri Lankan state's eventual (post-2006) military success as the
product of along process of institutional learning that began with painful, often controversial adaptation in the
1980s-90s (including reliance on foreign private military training, itself now a documented accountability
guestion given credible allegations, examined in UK parliamentary and press investigations, of STF/associated
forces involvement in serious human rights violations during this same period — an area requiring its own
separate Tier-A accountability treatment beyond this document's L TTE-innovation focus).

88 8. Scholarly Assessmentsof LTTE Strategic Error

- Michael Roberts (Adelaide historian, extensive work on LTTE martyrdom culture and Sri Lankan ethnic palitics)
— while sympathetic to aspects of Tamil grievance history, Roberts's later work is critical of the LTTE's
maximalist, uncompromising pursuit of a unitary separate state and of its coercive internal culture; his
martyrdom-focused essays (collected in various journal articles, e.g., in South Asia and edited volumes) are aso
themselves academically contested — Roberts has been criticised by other scholars for at times appearing to
aestheticise LTTE martyrdom culture even while formally condemning violence; flag this as an internal scholarly
dispute (DISPUTED at the level of interpretive stance, not at the level of documented facts).

- Ahmed Hashim, When Counterinsurgency Wins: Sri Lanka's Defeat of the Tamil Tigers (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2013) — argues the LTTE's fundamental strategic error was over-conventionalisation: shifting
from insurgent/guerrilla methods toward a semi-conventional, territory-holding "state-army" posture from the
mid-1990s onward, which eventually made it vulnerable to a state that had rebuilt its own conventional capacity
(post-2006) and could out-mass it — trading away the asymmetric advantages documented in 8814 of this report.
Grade: STRONG, and widely cited as the dominant academic explanation for the 2009 military end-state, though
the Eelam War |1 period itself (1983-94) predates this "over-conventionalisation,” which is primarily a
mid-1990s-to-2009 phenomenon.

- Neil DeVotta, Blowback: Linguistic Nationalism, Institutional Decay, and Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka (Stanford
UP, 2004) — situates LTTE maximalism as, in part, arational (if catastrophic) response to decades of
Sinhala-Buddhist nationalist state discrimination and institutional decay, but isequally clear that the LTTE's
coercive monopolisation of Tamil political representation (85) closed off political ceilings for compromise that
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might otherwise have been reachable through devolution-based negotiation (as Tiruchelvam and others were
separately advocating, at the cost of their lives). Grade: STRONG.

- Anton Balasingham's own political writings (e.g., The Politics of Duplicity, 2000, and various L TTE-published
political documents) are cited in the literature strictly as primary source material reflectingthe LTTE's
self-justification, not as neutral scholarship, and are used by Tier-A academics (Hashim, DeV otta, Roberts)
comparatively/critically rather than as an authoritative account. Grade: N/A as scholarship — treated here as
PRIMARY SOURCE ONLY, awaysto be read against the independent record in 882, 5, 6.

Consensus strategic-error findings across Tier-A sources:

1. Maximalist, non-negotiable pursuit of afully separate unitary state foreclosed devolution-based off-ramps that
might have been reachable earlier (DeV otta; Roberts, on the political-ceiling problem).

2. Coercive elimination of internal Tamil political pluralism (85) undermined the long-term legitimacy and
diplomatic sustainability of the movement's international "sole representative’ claim.

3. Later-period over-conventionalisation (post-1994, most acute after the mid-1990s and into the 2000s) discarded
the asymmetric-innovation advantages documented in 8814 and made the movement vulnerable to arebuilt,
better-resourced, internationally rearmed (post-2006, notably with expanded Chinese, Pakistani, and Isragli
materiel support to the SL state) conventional adversary (Hashim, 2013).
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Pennsylvania Press, 2013.

- Hoole, Rajan; Somasundaram, Daya; Sritharan, K.; Thiranagama, Rajani. The Broken Palmyra: The Tamil Crisis
in Sri Lanka— An Inside Account. University Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna), 1990.

- Hopgood, Stephen. "Tamil Tigers, 1987—2002." In Diego Gambetta (ed.), Making Sense of Suicide Missions.
Oxford University Press, 2005.

- Human Rights Watch. Living in Fear: Child Soldiers and the Tamil Tigersin Sri Lanka. November 2004.

- International Crisis Group. Sri Lankas Human Rights Crisis. Asia Report N°141, 2007 (and related |CG Sri
Lanka reporting series).

- Mampilly, Zachariah Cherian. Rebel Rulers: Insurgent Governance and Civilian Life During War. Cornell
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University Press, 2011.
- Pape, Robert A. "The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism." American Political Science Review 97(3), 2003.
- Pape, Robert A. Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism. Random House, 2005.

- Roberts, Michael. Various essays on LTTE martyrdom culture, South Asia and edited-volume chapters — read
alongside published scholarly critiques of Roberts'sinterpretive stance.

- Staniland, Paul. Networks of Rebellion: Explaining Insurgent Cohesion and Collapse. Cornell University Press,
2014.

- United Nations Human Rights Council / OHCHR. Report of the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL).
A/HRC/30/CRP.2, 2015.

- United Nations Panel of Experts. Report of the Secretary-General's Panel of Experts on Accountability in Sri
Lanka. 2011.

- United Nations Security Council. Reports of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict in Sri Lanka:
S/2007/758; S/2009/325; and related Working Group conclusions under Resolution 1612 (2005).

- Balasingham, Anton. The Palitics of Duplicity: Re-Negotiating the Sri Lankan Ethnic Conflict. Fairmax, 2000.
[Primary source, L TTE-affiliated author — not scholarship, cited only as documented primary material.]

810 Secondary / grey literature (cited with explicit caveats, not to be elevated to Tier-A
in the permanent record)

- Flynn, Kyle. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam: A Revolution in Military Affairs. MA Thesis, Georgetown
University, 2011. [Unpublished graduate thesis; useful synthesis, not peer-reviewed.]

- Colombage, J.S.K. "Sustainable Support for Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean — Sri Lankan Experience
and Way Ahead." Galle Dialogue paper, 2010. [Sri Lanka Navy officer's conference paper; state-affiliated author,
treat claims about LTTE as PROBABLE pending independent corroboration.]

- Sakhuja, Vijay. "The Dynamics of LTTE's Commercial Maritime Infrastructure." ORF Occasional Paper, April
2006. [Indian think-tank paper, useful but not peer-reviewed.]

- Declassified UK / investigative journalism on Keenie Meenie Services and the Sri Lankan Special Task Force.
[Investigativel/journalistic sourcing; corroborated in part by declassified UK government documents; flagged as
requiring fuller peer-reviewed academic treatment.]

811 Outstanding Research Gapsfor ThisArchive

1. Precise, independently reconciled suicide-attack target-category ratios (military vs. political vs. civilian) across
the full LTTE campaign — currently DISPUTED between datasets.

2. A single canonical peer-reviewed monograph on the KM S-STF relationship is lacking; current sourcing rests on
declassified-document journalism and should be strengthened before any CONFIRMED grading is applied to
specific operational claims.

3. Independent (non-UN-sourced) triangulation of post-2003-undertaking LTTE child recruitment scale.

4. A rigorous, source-transparent reconciliation of the competing Roberts/Hoole interpretive traditionson LTTE
martyrdom culture, given their direct relevance to how this archive should characterise the M aaveerar
commemorative system.

End of case study. All grades subject to revision on presentation of new Tier-A evidence.
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What thisis not

A research deposit from the vault, published for reading. Human review of every claim continues; figures are
the cited sources own, never TLTE's.

» Does not name serving personnel, survivors, or families; does not publish verdicts or forecasts.
* Not astatement on behalf of al Tamils, and not acall for any unlawful act.
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