TLTE — THE ARCHIVE OF TRUST - THE CASE

Black July 1983

From 24 July 1983, an organised anti-Tamil pogrom across Colombo, Gampaha, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya,
Trincomalee, and other districts killed an estimated 400 to 3,000 Tamils, displaced approximately 150,000,
and destroyed Tamil-owned commercial property, homes, libraries, and the Welikada prison Tamil-detainee
population in two coordinated killings of 25 and 27 July. The most-cited single event in the
post-independence record of unaddressed mass anti-minority violence. No prosecutions on the merits have
been completed in the forty-three years since.

Black July isthe empirical anchor of the Impunity Ratio model on /case/mathematicd/ir. It isthe largest single
event in the post-independence record of state-tolerated mass violence against the Tamil community; it produced
electoral rolls of perpetrators in the hands of attackers (extensively documented by Hoole, Tambiah, the Sansoni
Commission successor inquiries, and the OISL); and it has produced no completed criminal proceeding on the
merits against any organiser. It is also the event that the Sixth Amendment (1983) was enacted in immediate
response to — not against its organisers, but against the Tamil parliamentary mandate.

81 What happened

From the evening of 24 July 1983, organised mobs across the capital and severa other districts attacked
Tamil-owned property and Tamil persons, using electoral rollsto identify Tamil households and businesses. On 25
and 27 July, two coordinated killings inside Welikada prison murdered Tamil detainees held under the PTA.
Reports by the International Commission of Jurists, Amnesty International, the British Refugee Council, and
academic accounts by Tambiah (1986) and Hoole et al. (UTHR(J), throughout) established that the attacks were
not spontaneous: organisers used electoral rolls, transport was provided, and police and military presence in many
incidents was either passive or facilitative.

Estimates of the killed range widely. Tambiah cites 'at least several hundred' as the conservative figure with
2,000-3,000 widely circulated in contemporary diplomatic reporting. Approximately 150,000 Tamils were
displaced internally; tens of thousands left the country in the months that followed, beginning the post-1983 wave
of Tamil diaspora settlement in Canada, the UK, Germany, France, Switzerland, Australia, and Scandinavia.

82 The accountability gap

No completed crimina proceeding on the merits has resulted in a conviction against any organiser of Black July.
The Sansoni Commission (set up after the earlier 1977 anti-Tamil violence) had aready documented the structural
pattern of state-tolerated communal violence. The post-1983 inquiries, the LLRC (2011), the Paranagama
Commission (2014), the OISL (2015), and the successive OHCHR annual reports have all reiterated the
unprosecuted status of the 1983 events.

Thisisthe empirical anchor of the IR model. The Sri Lankan state can move IR(t) toward 0 at any moment by
completing prosecutions on the merits against the documented record of 1983. The model does not require any
new evidence to be falsified; it requires the state to act on the existing record.

83 What it produced constitutionally

The Sri Lankan parliament's first substantive constitutional response to Black July was the Sixth Amendment
(August 1983), which disenfranchised the Tamil parliamentary mandate (see
/case/frameworks/constitution-1978-and-sixth-amendment). The constitutional response to organised anti-Tamil
violence was the constitutional removal of the lawful Tamil parliamentary opposition. Thisisthe structural
sequence — violence, no accountability, constitutional disenfranchisement of the affected community's political
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representation — that the case file documents.
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What thisis not

This article does not name any individual organiser. Where named in Tier-A sources, the article links to those
sources rather than reproducing the name.

This article does not name any victim, survivor, or family member.

This article does not aggregate killing or displacement countsin TLTE voice. All figures attributed to Tambiah,
ICJ, Amnesty, UTHR(J), or OHCHR.

This article does not endorse, defend, or rehabilitate any subsequent armed organisation. The post-1983
escalation was a contested development that TL TE does not endorse or archive politically.

https://docs.tlte.cloud/case/suppression/black-july-1983 - sha256:c1678e44a9ce7a3c... - CC BY 4.0 - 2/2



